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Vorwort

Die Leopoldstadt war traditionell ein Bezirk, in dem viele jüdische
Wiener_innen lebten. Vor der Machtergreifung durch die Nazis lag der
jüdische Bevölkerungsanteil bei fünfundvierzig Prozent. 1938 wurden diese
Menschen über Nacht ihrer Rechte, ihrer Würde und ihrer Habe beraubt.
Viele jüdische Männer, Frauen und Kinder, auch aus anderen Bezirken
Wiens, aus Niederösterreich und dem Burgenland wurden gezwungen, hier
in eine der vielen „Sammelwohnungen“ zu ziehen. Die Menschen, die nicht
flüchten konnten, wurden deportiert und großteils ermordet. 
Der „Weg der Erinnerung“ führt zu vielen für das frühere jüdische Leben in
der Leopoldstadt bedeutsamen Orten und er macht die Geschichte der
Vertreibung und Ermordung der jüdischen Bevölkerung sichtbar. Er berührt
den Alltag des jüdischen Lebens und gedenkt beispielhaft der vielen
Menschen, die hier gelebt haben. Seit dem Beginn unseres Projekts im
Jahre 2005 hat sich der 2. Bezirk verändert. Die jüdische Geschichte der
Leopoldstadt ist mit Steinen der Erinnerung an über 300 Plätzen sichtbar
geworden. Das hätten wir vor zwanzig Jahren nicht zu träumen gewagt. 
Auch in diesem Jahr ist es für viele der Angehörigen wichtig, ihre Vorfahren
durch Steine der Erinnerung zu würdigen und ihnen einen symbolischen
Grabstein zu setzen. Alle haben einen Beitrag für diese Broschüre
geschrieben. Wir können auf viele Fotos und Lebensgeschichten
zurückgreifen, die darin enthalten sind. Dass wir ihnen, deren Familien
ungeheures Leid zugefügt wurde, nun ein anderes Wien zeigen können, ist
für uns von größter Bedeutung. Wir freuen uns, dass auch Menschen aus
persönlichem Engagement Steine initiieren, die keine Angehörigen sind.
Der Verein „Steine der Erinnerung“ dankt allen Menschen und Institutionen,
die unser Projekt unterstützen. Ohne sie wäre der „Weg der Erinnerung“
nicht zustande gekommen. 
Ein besonderer Dank gilt Clara Bundschuh, die das ehrenamtliche Lektorat
für diese Broschüre übernommen hat sowie Peter Mlczoch, der unsere
Arbeit von Beginn an mitgestaltet und unterstützt hat. Allen
Wegbegleiter_innen, die ehrenamtlich und mit viel Engagement
verschiedenste Aufgaben übernommen haben – z.B. die wöchentliche
Wartung der Stationen – ein großes Dankeschön. 
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Unserem Ziel, den öffentlichen Raum so zu verändern, dass ein Stück
Wiener Vergangenheit reflektiert und bewältigt wird, kommen wir Schritt für
Schritt näher. Unser Wunsch ist es, durch unsere Beispiele die Erinnerung
an das jüdische Leben in der Leopoldstadt wach zu halten und symbolisch
den von hier vertriebenen und ermordeten jüdischen Einwohner_innen
wieder einen Platz in ihrem Heimatbezirk zu geben. Auf diese Weise hoffen
wir, zur Heilung dieser tiefen Wunde beizutragen.
 
Daliah Hindler
Matthias Beier 
Vally Steiner
Ernst Fitzka
Roswitha Hammer
Zahava Hindler 
Elisabeth Ben David-Hindler, verstorben
Karl Jindrich, verstorben
 
Verein Steine der Erinnerung an jüdische Opfer des Holocausts
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Johanna Kauf
Friedrich Kauf
Siegmund Kauf

I am named after my grandmother, Johanna Kauf, but unfortunately, I never met
her. In paying homage to her, I’m using words written by my father, Friedrich (Fritz)
Kauf. In 2003, he shared the story of his family’s life in the Memorial Book for the
Victims of National Socialism at the University of Vienna 1938. Both he and my
uncle, Siegmund (Sigi), were studying medicine there. Both were expelled.
Johanna Kauf, née Steiner, was born on January 25, 1882, in Vienna. On May 16,
1911, she married Hermann Kauf, born in Vienna on October 9, 1880. They lived
at Zirkusgasse 28/6 in Vienna’s Second District. Sigi was born on June 9, 1917,
and Fritz was born two years later almost to the day on June 7, 1919.
Johanna was a housewife. Hermann, a master sun and umbrella maker, first
managed the umbrella department at Gerngross department store on Mariahilfer
Straße, later adding the jewelry and toiletries departments. While there he initiated
the “OT-Praxis” (“Okkasion Tiefparterre”) in which products from a specific
department were sold at special prices each Friday.
Fritz and Sigi lived a “pleasant life,” spending their vacations in Baden and Bad
Vöslau, on Lake Wörthersee in Pörtschach and Velden, in Payerbach-Reichenau
and on the Semmering. In 1934 and 1935, they traveled to Siófok on Lake Balaton
in Hungary. They belonged to the WAC (Wiener Athletik Club), the Schwarz-Roten,
where they played tennis, field hockey, handball and athletics. They were ardent
soccer fans and the famous goalkeeper Rudi Hiden was a friend of the family.
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Johanna Kauf's purse

Johanna Kauf  1940 Johanna and Hermann Kauf

Fritz and Sigi Kauf
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My father recalled that they had a “very strict” upbringing, with the emphasis on
education. But their parents also instilled in their sons a social conscience to treat
people with dignity, regardless of their social or economic status. My father also
remembered that his mother emphasized the importance of respecting people’s
privacy.
My father was studying for a physics exam on Friday, March 12, 1938, the day of
the “Anschluss”. For the entire family, “the lessons now became ones of how to
survive, day to day, in an increasingly dangerous atmosphere where random
arrests became the norm. The only alternative was to find a way to escape the
horror.”
Through different relatives, Fritz and Sigi got visas to immigrate to the United
States. Fritz left Vienna on March 1, 1939, and arrived in New York on March 15,
1939. Sigi arrived in New York on May 12, 1939. My father joined the American
army in October 1942 and very proudly served in combat in Europe until the war
ended on May 8, 1945.
My grandfather died of cancer on July 27, 1939. Fritz and Sigi then dedicated their
efforts to saving their mother and bringing her to the U.S. They had secured an
Affidavit of Support and even had a prepaid ticket on the Hamburg American line.
But that attempt failed when transatlantic travel was restricted at the beginning of
the war. They then reserved a ticket on the Clipper from Lisbon to New York. That
second attempt was thwarted by the failure of the U.S. State Department to
expedite their request. 
According to the Documentation Center of Austrian Resistance (DÖW), Johanna
was deported from Vienna’s Aspangbahnhof to the Litzmannstadt/Lódź ghetto on
November 2, 1941. My father received a postcard from my grandmother, dated
December 5, 1941, sent through the Israelische Kultusgemeinde in Vienna in care
of his aunt. My uncle attempted to locate their mother through the International Red
Cross, but his letter was returned as “addressee unknown.”
Fritz and Sigi always believed their mother was sent to Auschwitz in September
1943 and murdered upon arrival. We do not know their source of that information,
but they believed it was accurate. However, it cannot be confirmed that she in fact
was on a transport at that time.
Fritz and Sigi made lives for themselves in the U.S. My father married Celia Gray
on June 29, 1947. They had two daughters, myself and my sister Laraine. Fritz
died on January 23, 2008, in Brooklyn, New York.
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Fritz Kauf  at the University of
Vienna

Sigi Kauf  at the University of  Vienna

Fritz Kauf  in the US Army
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Sigi married Regina Rothbart on June 20, 1943. They lived on Long Island and had
three children, Renee, Howard and Edward Jeffrey, who is also named for
Johanna. Sigi died on August 27, 1975.
Even though I didn’t know my grandmother, I had something that belonged to her.
Before she was deported, she gave her petit point embroidered evening bag and
matching compact to her Aryan sister-in-law. After her death, her daughter kept it
and gave it to me when I visited Vienna. Perhaps they kept those pieces for over
30 years in the hope that one of Johanna’s descendants might one day have them.
And I’d like to imagine my grandmother dressed for the opera with the bag at her
wrist.
In the book of expelled students, my father wrote, “I am and have always been
proud of my life in Vienna — my parents, of course, our relatives and my
education,” while acknowledging that “the horrific events that took place leave
wounds that can never heal.”
That pride, along with Vienna being the city of my grandmother’s birth, was a
motivating factor in my donating the bag and the compact — amazingly still with
minute traces of powder — to the Jüdisches Museum Wien. Along with the Steine
der Erinnerung, they will be a living memorial to Johanna Kauf.

Joyce Kauf
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Hedwig Donath
Arnold Donath

Hedwig Chanah Heilbrunn and Arnold Naftali Donath met through their
families‘ involvement in Jewish sports and gymnastics associations: Bar
Kochba in Berlin and Hakoah in Vienna. Their marriage announcement
mentions this, reflecting the pride they took in this shared world.
Hedwig, known as Heda, a diminutive of Hedwig, came from a family with
deep roots in the rural heartland of central Germany. Her father moved to
Berlin, where he became the successful owner of a factory producing hats
and berets. Hedwig was his only daughter and had six brothers. The family
lived in the Prenzlauer Berg district and maintained a traditional Jewish way
of life.
Arnold’s family came to Vienna from Prague. His father, Josef Donath,
opened a shop in Vienna’s Second District. Tragically, he fell ill and died at
a young age, leaving behind his widow Bertha, two daughters, and four
sons. Bertha chose one son and one daughter to help her run the shop,
while the others pursued higher education. Arnold, who contributed to the
family’s livelihood, did not have the opportunity for advanced studies. His
eldest sister became a physician, among the first Jewish women to do so,
as did one of his brothers, who later taught at the university’s medical
faculty. 
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Another brother earned a doctorate in history and became a journalist,
while the youngest studied at the Academy of Fine Arts and became an
actor. Of all the children, Arnold alone remained religious and Zionist into
adulthood.
The couple married in 1912 and lived in Vienna’s Second District. Arnold
began a career as an independent merchant, while Heda worked in the
family shop. Their first daughter died shortly after birth. Their second
daughter, Ruth, was born in 1914, shortly before the outbreak of the First
World War.
The war was devastating for Heda’s family. Three of her brothers were
killed while serving in the German army, two on the Western Front and one
on the Eastern Front. Their bodies were never recovered. As a result, the
family business collapsed, and the Berlin branch of the family lost its
fortune.
Arnold was conscripted into the Austro-Hungarian army as a private. During
his service he suffered severe antisemitic abuse, which left him deeply
traumatized. He never recovered from this ordeal.
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The couple’s third child, Lily Judith Donath, was born during the harsh final
period of the war. At the same time, the Donath family’s economic situation
deteriorated. Heda and Arnold moved into a small rented apartment in a
building at Taborstraße 21A, a short distance from the family shop and from
Bertha Donath.

Life was not easy for Heda and Arnold. They struggled with economic
hardship and with the lasting consequences of the Great War. In 1936
Bertha Donath died, and the family shop was closed. Ruth, the elder
daughter, attended a gymnasium and later university. Lily studied at a
commercial school, but in 1937 she left home and emigrated to Palestine.
 
After the “Anschluss”, all of Arnold’s surviving siblings managed to escape
Austria. Most emigrated to the United States. Arnold’s youngest brother,
Ludwig Donath, even became a well-known Hollywood actor. One sister
fled to Finland. Ruth, the daughter of Heda and Arnold, escaped to Italy
and from there to the Netherlands. She survived the war in hiding,
protected by the Dutch resistance.
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Heda and Arnold wished to emigrate to Palestine, but their visa application
was denied, and they remained in Vienna even after the war began. They
were forced to leave their home and move into a “Judenhaus”, where they
awaited deportation. Perhaps, in some intangible way, the fallen brothers of
Heda shielded them for a time. In 1942 they were deported to
Theresienstadt, a ghetto where living conditions were, relatively speaking,
less brutal. They survived there for nearly two years. Ultimately, in October
1944, they were deported to their final destination – Auschwitz – where
they were murdered.

After the Shoah, both Ruth and Lily established families in Israel. Ruth
Neuberger, the elder daughter, became the mother of three sons and
served as a professor of Latin at Bar-Ilan University. Lily became Yehudit
Eitan and had two sons. For many years, the family was only partially
aware of its connection to Vienna and of this painful family history.

This ceremony, and the commemoration of Heda and Arnold at the
entrance to the building in which they lived for nearly twenty years, offers
an opportunity to remember them, and to reflect on the human capacity to
rise and rebuild after catastrophe.

Uri Yoeli

Arnold Naftali Donath
May 28, 1887-October 1944

Hedwig Chanah Heilbrunn
July 5, 1891-October 1944
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Berta Weisberg

Berta Weisberg was born in Vienna on March 2, 1909. Her father, Shmuel
Klamberger, a house painter, was born in Stanislau, Galicia (now Poland),
in 1879 and her mother, Malke Klamberger (née Wagner), was born in
Trzcieniec in Galicia in 1877. At some point after their arrival in Vienna, the
family changed their last name to Kleinberg.
Berta was a milliner. She married Rachmiel Weisberg, a chauffeur, on June
25, 1933. Their daughter, Edith, was born in Vienna on August 3, 1936.
They originally lived in an apartment in Taborstraße 52 in the 2  district.nd

After the “Anschluss”, the family tried to leave Vienna. Berta's parents, her
brother Max and her sister Sarah (also know as Sylvia and Liesl) managed
to make their way to England. Berta's husband, Rachmiel, arranged for her
and their daughter, Edith, to go to the British Mandate of Palestine on an
unlawful refugee ship. However, it was ultimately determined to be too
dangerous to the other passengers for a young child to travel on the ship,
so Rachmiel went alone in the first half of 1938.
In June 1939, Berta and Edith moved into apartment 6, in Rotensterngasse
14 in the 2  district. With circumstances worsening in Vienna, six days after
Edith's third birthday on August 9, 1939, Berta put Edith on a
Kindertransport bound for London to be collected by her parents. It was
always Berta's intention to join the rest of her family in England. 

nd
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In anticipation, she even sent a trunk of her possessions to her family in
England. Berta was not able to escape Vienna. The last her family heard
from her was a photo she sent of herself to Edith through the Red Cross in
the summer of 1941 with the caption "To my little Doll so she will remember
me".
She remained there until she was deported to the Litzmannstadt (Łódź)
Ghetto on October 28, 1941, on the Transport referred to in
contemporaneous documents as "Wien IV". Notwithstanding her relative
youth, she was unable to find official work at the Litzmannstadt Ghetto. On
December 12, 1941, she was moved into Apartment 1a, 15 Gänsestraße in
the Litzmannstadt Ghetto. The apartment was one-room with a kitchen that
she shared with seven other people.
In late 1941, the Nazis permitted the Jews deported to the Ghetto from
other areas of the Reich, such as Vienna and Hamburg, to send postcards
to their friends and families in the Reich. This enabled the Nazi authorities
to prove that the deportees, contrary to rumours, were alive. Berta wrote a
postcard to her friend Pepi Licht in Vienna thanking her for a gift of ten
marks. That postcard, along with many others that were written, but not
actually sent, are now stored in the Łódź State Archives.
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Berta Weisberg
Postcard 1

Berta Weisberg
Postcard 2

On May 10, 1942, Berta was deported from the Litzmannstadt Ghetto to the
Chełmno (Kulmhof) extermination camp in Transport VII. She arrived there
in the morning of May 11, 1942 and was immediately murdered in a mobile
gas van. Her body was then taken by the van to the Rzuchów forest and
buried in a mass grave. In the summer of 1942, in order to deal with the
issues of the graves filling quickly and the stench of decomposing corpses
spreading throughout the area, the corpses in the mass grave were
exhumed and burnt. Any remaining bone fragments in the ashes were
ground using a specially acquired bone grinding machine. This was part of
a top-secret operation to hide evidence of Nazi crimes called Sonderaktion
1005. Her ashes, along with those of the others who were originally buried
in the mass grave, were buried in the ground at the Rzuchów forest site. 
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Her husband, Rachmiel Weisberg, survived the war in the British Mandate
of Palestine and ultimately retuned to Vienna after the war. Her sisters,
Liesl and Eva survived, ending up in the USA and Australia respectively.
Her brother Max served in the English Army in the war as a Major in the
Engineering Corps, and made his life in England. Her brother Berthold
managed to escape Vienna for France before the war started. He did not
survive. He and his wife, Klara, were deported from France to Auschwitz-
Birkenau in 1942 and murdered there.
Berta's family did not discover her actual fate until early in 2025. They have
erected a plaque at the memorial wall in the Rzuchów forest site of the
Chełmno Extermination Camp to remember and honour her.
Her daughter Edith lived with her grandparents in Liverpool and then
Manchester before going to Australia to live with Berta's sister, Eva with her
grandfather in 1950 after her grandmother died. She became a successful
medical doctor in Australia and had three children, nine grandchildren and
more recently, great grandchildren. Berta's circumstances are tragic, but
that is her legacy. She will not be forgotten. 
 
Edith Klimt (née Weisberg), Steven and Simon Klimt and Michelle
Rosengarten 
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Berta Weisberg wurde am 2. März 1909 in Wien geboren. Ihr Vater,
Shmuel Klamberger, von Beruf Anstreicher, wurde 1879 in Stanislau
(Galizien, heute Polen) geboren, und ihre Mutter, Malke Klamberger (geb.
Wagner), wurde 1877 in Trzcieniec (Galizien) geboren. Nach ihrer Ankunft
in Wien änderte die Familie ihren Nachnamen in Kleinberg.
Berta war von Beruf Modistin. Am 25. Juni 1933 heiratete sie Rachmiel
Weisberg, der als Chauffeur arbeitete. Ihre Tochter Edith wurde am 3.
August 1936 in Wien geboren. Ursprünglich lebten sie in einer Wohnung in
der Taborstraße 52 im 2. Bezirk.
Nach dem „Anschluss“ versuchte die Familie Wien zu verlassen. Bertas
Eltern, ihr Bruder Max und ihre Schwester Sarah (auch bekannt als Sylvia
und Liesl) schafften es, nach England zu fliehen. Bertas Ehemann
Rachmiel organisierte für sie und ihre Tochter Edith die Überfahrt mit einem
Flüchtlingsschiff ins britische Mandatsgebiet Palästina. Letztlich wurde aber
entschieden, dass es für die anderen Passagiere zu gefährlich sei, ein
kleines Kind auf dem Schiff mitzunehmen. Somit reiste Rachmiel in der
ersten Hälfte des Jahres 1938 alleine.
Im Juni 1939 zogen Berta und Edith in die Wohnung Nr. 6 in der
Rotensterngasse 14 im zweiten Bezirk. Als sich die Lage in Wien
verschlechterte, schickte Berta Edith sechs Tage nach ihrem dritten
Geburtstag am 9. August 1939 mit einem Kindertransport nach London, wo
ihre Eltern sie abholten. Berta hatte immer vor, dem Rest ihrer Familie nach
England zu folgen. In Erwartung dessen schickte sie sogar einen Koffer mit
ihren Habseligkeiten zu ihrer Familie. Berta gelang es jedoch nicht, aus
Wien zu fliehen. Das letzte Lebenszeichen von ihr an ihre Familie war ein
Foto, das sie Edith im Sommer 1941 über das Rote Kreuz schickte, mit der
Widmung: „Für meinen kleinen Schatz, damit sie sich an mich erinnert“.

Berta Weisberg
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Berta blieb in Wien, bis sie am 28. Oktober 1941 mit dem in historischen
Dokumenten als „Wien IV” bezeichneten Transport in das Ghetto
Litzmannstadt (Łódź) deportiert wurde. Trotz ihres vergleichsweise jungen
Alters konnte sie im Ghetto keine Arbeit finden. Am 12. Dezember 1941
wurde sie in die Wohnung 1a in der Gänse Straße 15 im Ghetto
Litzmannstadt verlegt. Die Wohnung, die aus einem Zimmer mit Küche
bestand, teilte sie mit sieben anderen Personen.
Ende 1941 erlaubten die Nazis den Juden, die aus anderen Gebieten des
Reichs, wie Wien und Hamburg, in das Ghetto deportiert worden waren,
Postkarten an ihre Freunde und Familien im Reich zu schicken. So wollten
die Nazi-Behörden beweisen, dass die Deportierten entgegen den
Gerüchten noch am Leben waren. Berta schrieb eine Postkarte an ihre
Freundin Pepi Licht in Wien, um ihr für ein Geschenk im Wert von zehn
Mark zu danken. Diese Postkarte wird zusammen mit vielen anderen, die
geschrieben, aber nie verschickt wurden, im Staatsarchiv von Łódź
aufbewahrt.
Berta wurde am 10. Mai 1942 mit dem „Transport VII“ aus dem Ghetto
Litzmannstadt in das Vernichtungslager Chełmno (Kulmhof) deportiert. Sie
kam dort am Morgen des 11. Mai 1942 an und wurde sofort in einem
mobilen Gaswagen ermordet. Anschließend wurde ihre Leiche in den Wald
von Rzuchów gebracht und in einem Massengrab verscharrt. Um das
Problem der sich schnell füllenden Gräber und des sich in der gesamten
Gegend ausbreitenden Gestanks verwesender Leichen anzugehen,
wurden die Leichen im Sommer 1942 exhumiert und verbrannt. Alle in der
Asche verbliebenen Knochenfragmente wurden mit einer speziell dafür
angeschafften Knochenmühle zermahlen. Dies war Teil einer streng
geheimen Operation zur Vertuschung der nationalsozialistischen
Verbrechen, die als „Sonderaktion 1005“ bezeichnet wurde. Ihre Asche
wurde zusammen mit der Asche der anderen, die ursprünglich im
Massengrab beigesetzt worden waren, im Wald von Rzuchów vergraben.
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Ihr Ehemann Rachmiel Weisberg überlebte den Krieg im britischen
Mandatsgebiet Palästina und kehrte nach Kriegsende nach Wien zurück.
Ihre Schwestern Liesl und Eva überlebten und wanderten in die USA bzw.
nach Australien aus. Ihr Bruder Max diente während des Krieges als Major
im Pionierkorps der britischen Armee und ließ sich schließlich in England
nieder. Ihrem Bruder Berthold gelang es vor Kriegsbeginn, aus Wien nach
Frankreich zu fliehen. Er überlebte nicht. Er und seine Frau Klara wurden
1942 von Frankreich nach Auschwitz-Birkenau deportiert und dort
ermordet.
Bertas Familie erfuhr erst Anfang 2025 von ihrem tatsächlichen Schicksal.
Sie hat eine Gedenktafel an der Gedenkwand im Wald von Rzuchów, dem
Standort des Vernichtungslagers Chelmno, angebracht, um ihrer zu
gedenken und ihr die Ehre zu erweisen.
Ihre Tochter Edith lebte bei ihren Großeltern in Liverpool und später in
Manchester, bevor sie 1950 nach Australien ging, um dort bei Bertas
Schwester Eva und ihrem Großvater zu leben, nachdem ihre Großmutter
verstorben war. Sie wurde eine erfolgreiche Ärztin in Australien und hat drei
Kinder, neun Enkelkinder und nun auch Urenkel. Bertas Schicksal ist
tragisch, doch ihr Vermächtnis bleibt. Sie wird nicht vergessen werden.

Edith Klimt (geb. Weisberg), Steven and Simon Klimt aud Michelle
Rosengarten
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This stone is placed here in remembrance of the Benedik family. They were
middle-class secular Jews from Rábahídvég, Hungary, who moved to
Vienna in the mid-1880s. Bernhard Benedik (1848-1914) was a wine
merchant. His wife, (Fanny) Franziska Kositschek (1854-1903) was from
the same region. Fanny died three years after giving birth to Karl
(1900-1944), the youngest son of fifteen children.
Our mother, the writer Lore Segal, remembers her mother, Franzi
Groszmann, telling her about Lore’s great-grandparents Bernhard and
Fanny: “The mother gave birth to the children in a two-room apartment,
handing the newest baby to one of her teenage daughters. The girls got
pretty upset. When the girls asked Fanny why she didn’t say ‘no’ when her
husband insisted they retreat to the bedroom after every meal, Fanny said
that she was afraid to lose her husband. Bernhard, a handsome old man,
came to live with his daughter Rosa and his grandchildren Franzi and Paul
in Fischamend in his old age.” 

Station 23f: Novaragasse 17

Berta Manheim
Frida Löwy
Hermine Lustig
Nikolaus Benedik

Maximilian Benedik
Elsa Stern
Karl Benedik
Rosa Stern
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Station 23f: Novaragasse 17

Bernhard Benedik

Benedik family portrait
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Station 23f: Novaragasse 17

Our mother Lore hung this family portrait, circa 1899, in her dining room to
remember our murdered relatives. Our grandmother, Franzi Groszmann,
the daughter of Rosa, the young woman seated on the far left of the photo,
would tell us stories about her aunts – Tante Frida, Tante Berta, and Tante
Hermine. They got together regularly for meals or coffee in their homes or
in one of the grand Viennese cafés. They loved each other but often argued
as many large families do. 
Our family wanted to memorialize the Benedik family as many of them were
killed during the Holocaust. Those who survived had their lives upended.
They lost their families, homes, work, all of their property, and the world
they had known. “I can’t help but picture my miserable, lost siblings”, our
great-grandmother Rosa wrote in a letter to Franzi, in 1946. “I always think
that this sister’s or that brother’s [death] is causing me the most pain, and
that feeling changes every few days.” Of the fifteen children, two died as
young children (Ilona and Gisela). Arnold died of lung disease in 1920.
Sigmund “Gigerl” emigrated to Montreal before World War II. Sandor fled to
Chile with his wife. Leopoldine “Poldi” escaped to New York City. Our great-
grandmother Rosa fled to the Dominican Republic with her husband Josef
Stern on October 19, 1941, one week before the Nazis closed the borders.
(They, along with Rosa’s son Paul Stern, were eventually allowed entrance
to the United States.) Berta, Frida, Hermine, Nikolaus “Miklos,” Elsa, Paula,
Max, and Karl – eight siblings in total – were murdered in the concentration
camps. 
When the family portrait was taken, the family lived at Novaragasse 17 in
Vienna’s second district (Leopoldstadt). Many of the family members were
forced to move back to Leopoldstadt when their apartments in other
districts and near Vienna were expropriated: Rosa and her husband Josef
were thrown out of their home in Fischamend, their general store was
confiscated, and they were forced into an apartment in Rotensterngasse
20. Frida, Berta, and Karl were forced into an apartment in Hollandstraße 8
together with Frida’s husband Alfred.  Max and his wife Milla must have
moved in with Max’s sister Elsa (Stern) in Novaragasse 32. From here, they
were deported to Nisko, Terezín, Riga, and Auschwitz. 
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Berta Manheim (1875-ca. 1942, Terezín)
was born in Rábahídvég. Berta trained as
a seamstress and sewed Franzi
Groszman’s linens for her trousseau. A
napkin from this trousseau survives with
Franzi’s monogram, FS (Franzi Stern). She
married Viennese-born Sigmund “Sigo”
Manheim and had four children: Ernst
Manheim (1900-1974, Vienna), Alice “Lizi”
Bergel (1903-2002, Buenos Aires), Frank
Franz Efraim Manheim (1904-1985, Red
Bank, NJ), and Fritz Manheim (1911-1999,
Vienna). She divorced Sigo Manheim and
worked as a janitor in different locations.
Her daughter Lizi also worked as a
dressmaker in Buenos Aires.

Berta Manheim (with Lore
Groszmann, later Lore Segal,

and Franzi Groszmann
Frida Löwy (1876-1944, Auschwitz) was
married to Alfred Löwy (1874-1942,
Auschwitz). She was Lore’s favorite aunt.
Lore described feeling the benevolent
presence of her “Aunt Maly” at family
gatherings. Aunt Frida enjoyed watching the
children play together and let Lore cut some
round wooden weights from the curtains to
play with. Compared to Aunt Frida’s heavy-
set stature, Alfred Löwy was a little man.
They had four children: Katharina “Käthe”
Rigler (1901-unknown, Israel), Egon Löwy
(1902-unknown), Otto Löwy (1909-1983,
Tuscon), and Susanne “Susi” Löwy
(unknown). Otto Löwy famously had Lore’s
name put on a Kindertransport list through
his then-girlfriend, whose first name may
have been Hedy. Frida Löwy
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Rosa Stern (1877-1958, New York) was
married to Josef Stern (1872-1950,
Santiago de los Caballeros, Dominican
Republic). Josef produced belts with Sigo
Manheim, but their business failed. He and
Rosa then opened a general store in
Fischamend, right outside of Vienna,
where they lived for 30 years. They had
three children: Hedwig “Hedi” (born and
died in 1903 of meningitis caused by
tuberculosis), Franzi Groszmann
(1904-2005, New York) and Paul Stern
(1911-2006, Bronx, NY). Rosa Stern

Rosa and Josef’s store and home was expropriated in 1938 and they lived
in a forcibly shared apartment until their escape in October 1941. Rosa and
Josef set up another general store in Santiago de los Caballeros, where
Josef died in 1950. Rosa was the first one of the remaining family – Paul,
Franzi and Lore – to emigrate to New York.

Hermine Lustig (1880-1942, Sobibor)
was married to Moritz Mor Lustig (1880-
unknown). They lived in Bratislava. They
had four boys: Ferdinand “Ferry” Lustig
(1907-unknown, Israel), Heinrich “Heini”
Lustig (1910-unknown), Rudolf “Rudi”
Lustig (1918-1943, Auschwitz), Fritz
Lustig (1920-2006, Deventer,
Netherlands). Lore’s albums included
some funny pictures of Ferry and Heini in
women’s clothes. Hermine lived in hiding
but was captured by the Nazis. Hermine Lustig



31

Station 23f: Novaragasse 17

Paula Schwarcz (1881-unknown, perished in the Holocaust). Little is
known about her other then she married to Lipot Schwarcz (1875-
unknown). Lore believed that Paula also lived in hiding in Vienna until her
capture.
 
Nikolaus “Miklos” Benedik (1882-1939) first traded with gold and silver
jewelry and watches and then set up a photography store and a flower
shop and worked there with his wife, Charlotte “Lotte” Fleischmann
(1886-1939). They had one daughter, Lily (1915-1974), who was listed as
a contact for the photography store after Miklos was deported to and
perished in Nisko in 1939. The Nisko Plan was a short-lived Nazi operation
in late 1939 to establish a "Jewish reservation" in the Lublin district of
occupied Poland, near the town of Nisko. This plan was an early, failed
attempt at a "territorial solution" to the "Jewish Question" before the "Final
Solution" of systematic extermination was formally decided upon. Franzi
wrote a list of the fates of her relatives; it stated that Lotte gassed herself.
Lily escaped to New York, where she married Fred Lane and worked at
Lord & Taylor’s. Lily allegedly provided an affidavit for her cousin Paul
Stern’s immigration to the United States. She and Lore met occasionally for
lunch in mid-town in the 1950s. 
 
Alexander “Sandor” Benedik (1884-Chile) had a bookstore on Wollzeile
(close to St. Stephen’s Cathedral) and lived in Springergasse 12 in the
second district, close to the original Benedik home in Novaragasse 17. He
and his wife, Barbara “Wetty” Beranek (1889-Chile) had a daughter, Anni
(1920-Chile). Sandor, Wetty and Anni escaped to Chile. 
 
Arnold Benedik (1885-1920) owned a men’s wear store. He married
Regine “Regerl” Stiassny (1889-1944, Izbica, Poland). We believe he
died of lung disease. Arnold and Regerl had a son, Hugo (1911-1973, San
Francisco) and a daughter, Franzi (1913-unknown), who married Bruno
Robinsohn (died in Israel in 1948). Franzi is listed as having a clothing
business and working as a seamstress after Arnold’s death. 
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Maximilian “Max” Benedik (1886-1942, Riga). When Max was born, his
mother Franziska rejected him and he was raised by relatives in Hungary
for the first couple of years. In the 1910s, he emigrated to New York and
worked in the hotel industry. When he was denied US citizenship, he
returned to Vienna and married Kamilla “Milla” Heilig (1893-1942, Riga).
They had twins, Hans Arnold (1925-Israel) and Susi (1925-UK). Max and
Milla owned a restaurant and a deli, which were probably expropriated.
Milla was angry that her twins didn’t make it on the same Kindertransport
as Lore. Eventually, Hans and Susi escaped on a Kindertransport to
England where Susi worked as a nurse and Hans later emigrated to Israel.
Max and Milla probably moved in with Max’s sister Elsa Stern in the second
district before being deported to Riga. 

Elsa Stern (1888-1941, Riga). Elsa lived near the original Benedik home,
in Novaragasse 32. She was married to Milan Stern (1889-1965, not
related to Rosa’s husband Josef). She had two boys, Michael Stern
(1913-1942, Auschwitz) and Arthur Stern (1920-2002, Surrey, England).
Michael went into exile in Paris, where he met up with Lizi, Peter and Paul
Bergel, but was captured by the Nazis. 

Siegmund Hans Benedik (1889-1966, Montreal, Canada). He was known
as “Gigerl” as a young boy. He emigrated to Canada before the war and
married Sabina “Sadie” Knoblauch (died in 1978). They had two sons,
Herschel (Harry) (1916-1966) and Kelly (1917-2005) who helped run their
store in downtown Montreal.

Leopoline “Poldi” Schahl (1891-1980, New York) was married to
Siegfried Schahl (1888-1943). Siegfried emigrated to New York first and
was able to get his wife out of Vienna – through the Soviet Union, Japan
and Seattle. She was the first one to move to Washington Heights. Upon
reuniting with Poldi in 1949, Rosa immediately had a falling out with her
and didn’t speak with her again for the rest of her life. 

32
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Karl Benedik (1900-1944, Auschwitz). Karl was the baby in Fanny’s belly
when the family photograph was taken. He was known in the family as “der
schöne Karl,” “handsome Karl.” He was married to Edith “Ditta” Beck or
Böck. Lore remembered her as a skilled dressmaker. According to Franzi’s
list, Ditta divorced Karl and became a Nazi. Since she was not Jewish, Karl
might have survived in what was called a “privileged” marriage. 

***
Rosa, Franzi. Paul and Lore always remembered them. And now we, the
descendants of the Benedik family, honor their memory and, here, hope to
sustain it.  
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Regine Pollak

Our father, a Holocaust survivor who reached the United States in 1940 at
age 29, could not bring himself to talk much about his life in Vienna or the
time he spent afterward in Dachau and Buchenwald. My sister and I knew
he was one of three brothers who somehow managed to avoid losing their
lives at the hands of the Nazis after the “Anschluss”, when Germany
annexed Austria in March 1938. We were told his father died of a heart
attack in Vienna, but we did not know the circumstances. We were told his
mother died later in a concentration camp. Late in his life, we would get a
few more bits of information – his first job in the textile industry, the
cemetery where his father was buried. But so many more questions
remained unanswered.
It wasn’t until after our parents died – my father in 1989, my mother three
years later – that we found a cardboard box filled with yellowing documents
and personal letters that offered a few more glimpses into his life in Vienna,
into his family. Using those papers, modern genealogy tools, a family detail
discovered just last year and the assistance of an archivist, we have been
able to piece together the outline of the story he could not share with us.
Today we are honoring his mother and our grandmother, Regine Pollak,
née Wittman, who died at age 59 after being deported from Vienna on June
2, 1942, to Maly Trostenets, a Nazi extermination camp near Minsk, now
Belarus. 
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From an exchange of letters between her and our father, Fred Pollak,
written in the late 1930s and early 1940s, we know she had been
desperately hoping to find a way to join one of her sons. We know the
death of her husband, David Pollak, in October 1939 left her bereft with
inconsolable grief.
And the tragic irony is this: My father’s parents, Regine and David, had
themselves once successfully immigrated across the Atlantic to America
decades before Hitler’s rise to power – and then voluntarily chose to return
to Europe.
In fact, we discovered that Regine and David were married in New York
City on August 17, 1907, though their stay in the United States was brief.
After the birth of their first child, Otto, in 1908, Regine became homesick
and the family moved back to Vienna. There, two more sons were born.
Our father entered the world in 1910 as Siegfried, a name he later
anglicized to Fred. His younger brother Karl followed in 1918.
There are still many gaps in our family knowledge and key questions
remain unresolved. But records do show that Regine Wittman was born
October 15, 1882. Notes on a family passport application in 1939 indicate
she was born in the village of Rajec, on land that is now in Slovakia but at
the time was part of the kingdom of Hungary. We learned that her husband,
David Pollak, was born on May 6, 1878, though where is uncertain. One
document identified his birthplace as the small Polish village of Brzesuwka;
other records indicate he was born in Vienna. He supported his family in as
an accountant, working at least twelve years at E. Stein & Company, a
noted Viennese manufacturer of fine leather purses and accessories.
Records show that the family was living at Württemberggasse 3 in the 20th
District at the time of my father’s birth in 1910. By 1918, the Pollaks appear
to have moved to Taborstraße 51 in Leopoldstadt, where we believe they
were still living when the “Anschluss” began. That is where we have chosen
to put our family’s Stone of Remembrance.
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After their time on Taborstraße, the family did receive mail at two other
locations – Nestroygasse 10/4 and Große Sperlgasse 37A. Records show
that last address appears to be Regine’s final one in Vienna before being
dispatched by train to Maly Trostenets.
The trove of letters discovered after both our parents had died showed the
emotional pain Regine was going through as she remained in contact with
her middle son, first while he was in a refugee camp in Kitchener, England,
after the Nazis released him in June 1939 and later after he reached New
York. Written in German and translated for us through the Holocaust Center
of Northern California, the letters capture her understandable trauma after
the death of her husband and her ongoing plight.
“First of all, I wish you everything good for your birthday and everything that
you, my child, wish for yourself,” she wrote on November 14, 1939. “You,
dear Sigi, know that I am now completely alone and abandoned by
everybody, and except for you, dear children, I have nobody in the world. 
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Dear God has taken the love from me so quickly to Himself that I cannot
grasp it all. In ten seconds, everything was past me. I alone have no one to
whom I could complain my grief.”
Among the letters was a copy of our father’s response.
“Filled with pain, I learn the sad news about the passing away of our
eternally beloved father,” Siegfried wrote. “The loss which has befallen us
all is irreplaceable; immeasurable is my pain. Dear Mother, how gladly
would I be by you and comfort you in your difficult days, but Providence
would have it differently.”
Later he added: “Please be careful to keep yourself healthy. Treat yourself
considerately for now comes the cold and damp weather.”
The last letter we found from Regine to our father was dated November 17,
1941. Though she tried to stay somewhat positive, her general tone
remained one of despair, still hoping that one of her sons was in position to
help her escape her current plight. None apparently was in that position.
What became of her three sons?
Because Otto was born in New York City, he was able to return to the
United States shortly after the Germans took control of Austria. Living in
Brooklyn, he met his future wife, Mamie, when both were working at a
doctors dining hall at the same hospital. Later, after marrying, they moved
to San Francisco, where he eventually became a sales manager at a toy
store before retiring to Reno, Nevada. They had one son, Michael. Otto
died on January 1, 1981.
Fred eventually connected with a sponsor who enabled him to reach the
United States on April 22, 1940. He was inducted into the U.S. Army in
1942 and later stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. There he would
meet his future wife, Sylvia, who lived two hours away in St. Louis. He
began a successful uniform company there and the couple raised two
children, David Pollak, now of San Jose, California, and Renee Karlin, now
of Ashland, Massachusetts. Each of our first names shares the initial of a
grandparent we never met.
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Less is known about Karl, who settled in Israel, visited his older brothers in
St. Louis for a brief family reunion in the 1960s and then was not seen
again.

Today, her two surviving grandchildren and their extended families are
proud to memorialize the life of Regine Pollak with this Stone of
Remembrance. Our thanks to all who have made this tribute possible.

David Pollak and Renee Karlin



Station 27d: Taborstraße 51

39

Kurt Schwarz
Gisela Schwarz
Josef Schwarz

The story of Josef, Gisela and Kurt
Schwarz

Josef and Gisela's Date of Birth:
September 9,1883.  
Josef Schwarz was born in Szentmihály.
Gisela Berger was born in Koritna. 
Married in the Seitenstettengasse
Synagogue, Vienna, on November 19,
1911. 
Kurt Schwarz's Date of Birth: October
31,1927, born in Vienna. 
Josef was on transport 75 from Drancy to
Auschwitz on May 30, 1944. 
Gisela and Kurt were on transport 23 from
Camp Malines, Belgium, to Auschwitz on
January 15, 1944. 

Wedding portrait of  Gisela and
Josef  Schwarz, 1910
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Kurt Schwarz, born 9th
October 1927. Here in

lederhosen.

After the “Anschluss” in March of 1938, life for the Schwarz family of 51
Taborstraße, Zweiter Bezirk, became very difficult. Their flat was raided
many times and their married daughter, Aranka, was dragged by her hair
down three flights of stairs to scrub the streets of Vienna. Aranka got a
domestic permit to England and left in Summer 1938, hoping to get the
family out. 

Josef  Schwarz during First
World War - 1916

Reverse showing date -
20th September 1916

Josef was arrested on
“Kristallnacht” (November pogroms)
and when released, the family was
thrown out of their flat. Josef,
Gisela and Kurt escaped illegally to
Belgium and Lili, their daughter,
stayed behind as an unregistered
citizen. Lili worked with the
resistance and enabled at least ten
men to be freed from Gestapo
prison. 



Station 27d: Taborstraße 51

41

When told it was getting too dangerous for her, she eventually got a
domestic permit for England. She spent a wonderful month with the family
in Belgium before sailing to England. 
When Belgium was invaded, Josef escaped to France but was rounded up
as a foreign Jew after France fell to the Nazis. For the next four years he
was in French concentration camps: Camp de Noé, Haute-Garonne,
Récébédou, Saint-Cyprien and finally Drancy, from where he perished in
Auschwitz.
Kurt had a Bar mitzvah in Brussels, helped by Catholic nuns. 
They went into hiding after May 27, 1942, when the Queen and Cardinal
van Roey could not protect the Jews of Belgium anymore. They were
denounced and sent to Camp Malines in November 1943. 

Kurt & Giselle, Bar Mitzvah, Brussels, 9th Nov 1940
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Josef  Schwarz, 1939 Gisela Schwarz, 1938

Gisela’s name was not on the transport list to Auschwitz, but she refused to
let Kurt go alone, so said one of the transportees in a letter after the war to
Lili and Aranka. 
Josef, Gisela and Kurt died within one month of each other and just months
before France and Belgium were liberated. 
Lili and Aranka were told in a Red Cross message from Josef to escape the
London Blitz. They asked where the most beautiful place in England was,
were told Harrogate in Yorkshire and after the war established a successful
Kosher Hotel, where I was born. The two sisters, Lili, a Viennese model,
and Aranka, a fashion designer, reinvented themselves with their new life in
England, but never stopped telling and educating about the Holocaust
throughout their lives.

Michelle Green
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Michael Dukes
Louise Dukes

Michael was born on August 20, 1887, in Vienna. Michael was a
businessman, co-owner of Dukesz and Paschkusz machine factory.
Michael’s wife, Hilda, died on May 14, 1940. Michael was deported to
Theresienstadt on October 9, 1942, and then to Auschwitz on December
18, 1943. He was murdered on arrival. Michael’s wife Hilda was one of the
three Braunfeld sisters who founded Hakoah Swimming Club, which exists
today, on the same premises. Michael and his family, like his other
brothers, were enthusiastic Hakoah members, some with noted sports
achievements. 
Louise (Leisl) was born to Hilde and Michael on August 27, 1930, in
Vienna. She was deported to Theresienstadt on October 9, 1942, and then
to to Auschwitz on December 18, 1943. She was moved to the Stutthof
concentration camp on July 20,1944, where she was murdered on July 20,
1944, at the age of 14, less than 10 months before the Stutthof camp was
liberated in May of 1945.

Philip Dukes
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Michael Dukes

Michael, Hilde and Louise Dukes

Michael, Hilde, Louise
and Josephine (Mother/
Grandmother to Michael/

Louise Dukes) 1939
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Michael DukesLouise Leisl Dukes 

Louise Leisl Dukes Michael Dukes
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Dukes Shop
18., Kutschkergasse 36



Station 33b: Heinestraße 31

47

Selma Körner
Marianne Körner

At the time of their eviction, sisters Selma Körner and Marianne Körner –
both unmarried – lived in the apartment of their deceased parents Heinrich
Körner (1840-1915) and Jeanette Körner, born Theumann (1854-1940),
who also owned the building. The apartment itself had been home to Sofie
Körner (born 1886) before her marriage and to Leo Körner (1879-1942) at
his marriage to Feige (“Fanny”) Körner, born Mager. Leo and Fanny moved
away before the birth of their second son, Heinrich (later Henry Koerner).
Heinrich remembers the household of his grandmother Jeanette as formal
and affluent and his aunts Selma and Marianne as girlish and eccentric. 

Joseph Koerner
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Marianne Körner (1881-1942) around 1898
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Israel Göttinger

Israel Göttinger was born to Leib and Mindel Göttinger on November 19,
1911, in Kraków, Galicia (now Poland). Israel graduated from the University
of Vienna in 1934 with a degree in law and political science, and practiced
law in Vienna until the outbreak of the war. Israel, his parents, and his two
younger brothers, Walter and Isidor, were living in Vienna when World War
II broke out. Leib, Mindel, Walter and Isidor were able to immigrate to the
United States in 1939. Israel was planning to immigrate to the United
States, first via the Netherlands, and later via Guatemala. However, Israel
was arrested in the Netherlands and deported by the Nazis to Auschwitz on
February 16, 1943.

Naftali Balsam
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Berta Abrahamowicz
Salomon Abrahamowicz
Harry Abrahamowicz
Richard Abrahamowicz

From Vienna to Israel – The sad story of the Abrahamowicz family

Salomon Abrahamowicz was the brother of Reuven Abrahamowicz and
Wolf Glinert, both of whom were killed in World War I. Being a generous
person and especially someone who was committed to his family, he did
not abandon his two nephews and helped them greatly.
He essentially raised my father Walter, who was orphaned by his father
Reuven before he was even born, and was like a father to him alongside
his two sons, until his last day. Even when my father immigrated to
Palestine in 1934, he maintained close contact with him.
He also helped his nephew Armin Glinert, son of Wolf, father of my cousin
Dr. Karen Glinert. Armin received a scholarship to the University of Vienna
Medical School. Salomon asked him to live with them for the years of
medical school (1927-1932). They helped him pay for school expenses and
living. Without the help, Armin could not have become a medical doctor.
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Salomon was born in 1893. In 1920 he married Berta Schratter, born in
1889.
They established their residence at Am Tabor 13, Vienna (apartment
number 30). At the address Taborstraße 33, they ran a thriving shoe store.

Salomon and Berta, at the entrance to their shoe store

Salomon, Bertha and the boy
Walter (my father)
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Salomon and Berta brought two sons into the world: Richard born in 1923,
Harry born in 1928.
My father, Walter Abrahamowicz, immigrated to Palestine in 1934. In letters
that arrived from his uncle Salomon, no concern whatsoever was
expressed about the situation in Vienna, in light of the rise of Nazism.

On November 9, 1938, "Kristallnacht" (November pogromes) occurred. Two
days later, Salomon was arrested and transferred to Dachau concentration
camp, in what was called "Protective custody." This was the beginning of a
process instituted by Adolf Eichmann when he established the "Central
Office for Jewish Emigration" in August 1938.
His wife Berta hurried and submitted an immigration application in
December 1938. As a result, Salomon was released a month later.
At this stage, it appears that the family's property was confiscated, and they
moved to live at the address Tandelmarktgasse 7. From this area, Jews
were sent to their deaths.
In November 1939, Salomon, Berta, and their younger son Harry joined
what would later be called the "Kladovo Transport." About 1,000 Jews,
most of them from Vienna, were placed on three small "river boats" that
only sailed on the Danube.
The plan was to sail to Romania, and from there on a ship across the Black
Sea to Palestine.

The Three Cousins 

 Walter                 Richard                       Armin 
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After reaching Kladovo they got stuck and were returned to Šabac near
Belgrade. When the Germans conquered Yugoslavia in April 1941,
Salomon and the other men were murdered in the firing pits near Zasavica.
The women and children, Berta and Harry among them, were murdered by
gas trucks at Sajmište concentration camp.
In May 1940, Richard, the son of Salomon and Berta, who fled from Vienna
to London, was arrested by the police as part of the operation to identify
"enemy aliens."
Richard was sent to a detention camp in Australia until his return to
England in October 1941, after he agreed to serve in the British Army. He
volunteered for the secret commando unit nicknamed X Troop, which was
largely composed of German-speaking Jewish refugees.

Richard participated in the invasion of Normandy and was killed in battle on
June 7, 1944. His burial place is unknown.
Thus, the family of Salomon Abrahamowicz was wiped out from the world.

Yael (Abrahamowicz) Zvik, Uriel-Walter Abrahamowicz's Daughter

Yael and Karen, 
in the memorial
garden for the
victims of  the
Kladovo transport

Richard, a fighter in the
commando unit X TROOP
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Fanny Körner
Leo Körner
Olga Körner
Kurt Körner

Leo Körner and his wife Feige “Fanny” Körner (born Mager) moved to Am
Tabor 13 in 1914 after the birth of their first child, Kurt, on August 24. They
had lived with Leo’s parents at Heinestraße 31 (Kaiser-Joseph-Straße). The
impending birth of their second child, Heinrich Sieghardt Körner, probably
motivated their move. A corner building facing Rueppgasse, Am Tabor 13,
would be purchased in 1920 by Esther and Peisach Appel until, in 1939,
half of it was “arianized” through a forced purchase by Josef Reifenthaler, a
tenant and Fanny and Leo’s next-door neighbor; in 1941 the other half was
seized by the authorities. A firebomb destroyed the building in 1945. The
current modern eight-story apartment block dates from the early 1950s.
[Heinrich remembered other neighbors in the building, including the
Marbachs; their son Willi, Henry’s best friend, escaped to Australia in
1938. 
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Henry recalled fights and reconciliations among tenants and recalls playing
“doctor” with Riefenthaler’s daughter on the building’s staircase. He recalled
the view from his apartment (Tür 33): to the right, past the Nordwestbahnhof
to the hills of the Vienna Woods; to the left, the vista view to the bustling
Volkertmarkt.]
Apartment 33 had five rooms and a vestibule. The brothers shared one
bedroom, the parents another. Lined with shelves containing Leo’s
adventure books and decorated with curtains, table coverings, and
lampshades sewn by Fanny, the living room served as dining room,
playroom, and workspace for Fanny, who sewed and knit lace for friends
and clients. The small room, or “cabinet,” housed an unmarried Christian
family friend, Stephanie Maria Lucas; Tante Steffi, as the Körners called
her, survived the war in an apartment in the Springergasse, with most of
Leo and Fanny’s belongings now her possession. 

Fanny and Leo Körner
circa 1937
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A “Prokurist” by title, Leo owned, with his brother-in-law Karl Fillinger, a
dental supply company with an office in the Wollzeile. Heinrich and Kurt
attended the Realgymnasium in the Vereinsgasse. Kurt went on to study
philosophy at the University of Vienna; Heinrich enrolled in the Graphische
Lehr- und Versuchsanstalt, graduating in 1936 and employed at the
graphics studio of Viktor Theodor Slama. In September 1938, Heinrich
managed to escape Vienna by Air France to Milan; negotiating his entrance
(without visa) to Italy, he received, after a nine month wait, his US visa in
Venice and fled to New York, where (now Henry Koerner) he pursued a
successful career as postwar American painter. On May 5, 1940, Leo and
Fanny were evicted from Am Tabor to a collective apartment at
Pazmanitengasse 19, then Rueppgasse 16, before their transport to Maly
Trostinec. Kurt left Am Tabor in December 1939, married Olga Holzer (born
in Rechnitz July 24, 1920), and was transported with Olga (now pregnant)
February 19, 1941, to Kielce where they disappeared in the next year. 

Joseph Koerner

Kurt Körner circa 1938Heinrich and Kurt Körner
in Am Tabor 13 circa 1935
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Sali Hausner
Leib Moses Hausner
Cäcilie Hausner
Frieda Taub

Brief History of the Hausner /Schneier Family 
We do not know all that much about our Viennese Jewish Family, sadly; we
never spoke much about them. We knew they were murdered and the
reasons. Discussions about them were far too upsetting for our mother,
who was often bereft. We had no connection with being Jewish either, our
family was not religious or observant in any way.
Our mother spoke of Vienna with great affection. She was a proud
Viennese and if asked, she always said she was from Vienna.

Leib Moses Hausner at Ausstellungstraße 5
Leib Moses Hausner born on July 10, 1896, in Yazlovets, Galicia. Leib
Moses Hausner and Sali Schneier were married at the Vienna central
Synagogue on August 21, 1921. They divorced amicably in 1933 and
stayed in regular contact.
After the “Anschluss”, there was an incident at the Praterstern. Leib was
with his daughter Lotti. Jews were cleaning the street, they saw a
neighbour, on her hands and knees, scrubbing. 
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Leib said: “Wait here, Lotti”. He went to the old lady and asked, “What are
you doing here?”. She said: “They are making me clean the streets. As if I
have not worked hard enough all my life.”
Leib Hauser lifted her up; she was wet and covered in paint. The SA men
confronted him, one old, one young. Leib slapped the young one and told
Lotti to take the old lady home. The SA men attacked Leib.
The old lady got home with my mother. Leib was taken away. He appeared
some days later beaten, battered and bruised; thereafter he left Vienna for
Lvov. He kept visiting the family until the war started. He wrote regularly
until he disappeared, obviously murdered sometime between 1941-1942
either in Lvov Ghetto or in Janowska Concentration Camp. He was 46
years old.
Our mother Lotti Hausner described her father as someone who would
cross the road for an argument. She witnessed this on a number of
occasions, the last being the Praterstern incident.

Leib Moses Hausner
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Sali Hausner at Ausstellungsstraße 5  
Sali Schneier/Hausner was born on November 10, 1904, in Yazlovets,
Galicia. Her parents were Chaskel and Gisela Schneier. Sali, their
daughter, our grandmother, was strict, loving, punctilious and careful in her
appearance and manners. She was correct and ensured her children were
the same. This trait was something our mother inherited. 
Sali Hausner was the oldest child of Chaskel and Gisela; they had a loving
family with two sons and two daughters. They kept in touch, trips to Prague
to see Herman Schneier (the eldest son) and to Hungary to see other
relatives. A few surviving letters also illustrate this.
After the divorce between Leib and Sali Hausner, Sali and her children,
Cäcilie and Lotti, moved from Ausstellungsstraße 5 to Taborstraße 44, the
home of Sali’s Parents. This was a loving home full of joy until Chaskel
Schneier died on February 7, 1939. He is buried in Vienna.
Sali Hausner was deported by the Gestapo on August 27, 1942, to
Theresienstadt Ghetto and thereafter sent to Auschwitz on December 18,
1943, where she was murdered sometime in 1944. She was 40 years old.

Sali Hausner
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Cäcilie Hausner at Ausstellungsstraße 5 
Cäcilie Hausner was born on November 15, 1922, in Vienna. She stayed
close to her mother but missed her sister Lotti and sent her love in her
mother’s letters. She was deported from Taborstraße 44 to Theresienstadt
Ghetto by the Gestapo on August 27, 1942, where she died of
maltreatment and typhus on November 28, 1942. She was just 20 years
old.  

Gisela Schneier at Taborstraße 44 (to be installed)
Gisela Schneier, widow of Chaskel Schneier, was born on September 14,
1876,  at Zollotoy Potok, Galicia. She was deported from Taborstraße 44 to
Theresienstadt Ghetto by the Gestapo on August 27, 1942, and thereafter
sent to Auschwitz on December 18, 1943. She was murdered sometime in
1943, aged 67 years old.

Gisela Schneier
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Frieda Schneier at Ausstellungsstraße 5
Frieda Schneier was born on May 1, 1913, in Yazlovets, Galicia. She lived
at Ausstellungsstraße 5 with her husband Max Taub, sometime after the
Hausner family moved. 
Frieda Schneier married Max Taub January 2, 1938. They escaped to
France in 1939, after the defeat of France by Germany. France
collaborated in the murder of Jews; many were deported.

Bruno Schneier, brother of Sali, wrote to Lotti in the UK in 1941: “I have had
no news from Frieda for more than a year, Sali and Grandma Gisela say
that they have received a letter from Frieda to the effect that Frieda is on
her own in France and is interned. She is inconsolable because she is
homesick and misses Vienna.”  

Frieda Taub was interned at Rivesaltes. This was a place of great hardship,
filth, deprivation and starvation. She was deported to Auschwitz in
September 1942 and murdered 1942 at 29 years old. My mother Lotti
recalls her as a bit of a Bohemian, trendy hats and a smoker of slim cigars
in a cigarette holder. Max Taub, husband of Frieda, survived the war
fighting for the British. He died in Vienna in 1966. 

Lotti Hausner’s last memory of her family in Vienna was at Wien
Westbahnhof as she set off on the Kindertransport to the UK. Sali, her
mother, her sister Cäcilie and her grandmother Gisela said their last
farewell. Sali told her daughter Lotti to be a good girl. They expected Lotti
would return. She was 14 years old when she left for the UK on July 30,
1939, on the Kindertransport. The family of Lotti were comforted that she
was safe in the UK.

Antony Linward
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Luise Winter
Julius Winter

My grand-father, Julius Winter, was born in Vienna on July 23, 1867. He
married Stefanie ('Steffi') Aufricht and the couple had one child, Ernst, my
father, born on November 7, 1904. Julius was a commercial traveller selling
umbrellas in particular. Steffi died in 1913 from diabetes, insulin not having
been discovered until 1920, and after an appropriate time, Julius married
Luise Steiner. The two families blended together excellently with much love
both ways and stayed in touch constantly between the USA, to where the
Steiners had fled, and Australia, to where Ernst was deported by Churchill
after fleeing from Wien, until all of their generations had passed away. I am
still in touch with one of the granddaughters.
Ernst married Gertrude (Trude) Adler (Stone of Remembrance at Wien 2.,
Castellezgasse 15) in Jerusalem in 1934 and remained in Palestine until
late 1936 when he returned to Wien, despite being advised by his father
Julius not to return because of the deteriorating situation. However, Trude
had already returned to Vienna to continue with her career quite some time
earlier.
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Trude lived with Julius and Luise at this location, Wien 2., Rembrandtstraße
24, and at her family home, Wien 2., Castellezgasse 15, until they were
compulsorily moved to a 'holding' house at Wien 2. Ferdinandstraße 23,
before being transported to Theresienstadt in September 1942. Julius died
there of starvation on July 6, 1943, and Luise was transported to Auschwitz
on May 16, 1944. Ernst never knew what had happened to his much
beloved stepmother.

In the photograph, in relation to Ernst:
From left back row – Grandfather Aufricht; father Julius; Grandfather Winter. 

From left front row – mother Steffi; wet nurse holding baby Ernst; 
Freida Siefer, aunt; taken at Vöslau, Austria, 1905.
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The collapsible/retractable umbrella was invented in Vienna in 1928 and
patented in 1929 by Slava Horowitz, and I only recently realised that Julius
would certainly have been selling Slava's umbrella before he was forced to
retire, as by coincidence I am a good friend of Slava's daughter, Eva, still
living in Melbourne, Australia, my hometown!

Geoff Winter
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Chawe Reiss
Elias Reiss
Chaje Breine Krakauer
Chaim Juda Krakauer

Elias Reiss und Chawe Reiss waren Hauseigentümer und
Hauseigentümerin des Hauses Untere Augartenstraße 36. Elias Reiss
wurde am 2. November 1881  in Novyi Yarychiv, Galizien als  Sohn von
Pinkas Gabe und Chawe Mendel Reiss geboren. Chawe Reiss wurde am
10. Juli 1895 geboren. 
Laut dem Trauungsbuch der IKG Wien/Favoriten (1920, Zl. 5) heiratete das
Paar am 25. Januar 1920. Elias Leiser Reiss war Kaufmann und seit dem
28. Januar 1919 nach dem Tod seiner ersten Ehefrau Esther Zine, geb.
Reis verwitwet und wohnte zum Zeitpunkt der Eheschließung in Wien, 20.
Bezirk, Karl-Meißel-Straße 9.
Aus der Ehe mit Chawe Reiss ging der Sohn Paul Reiss hervor, der am 26.
Februar 1923 geboren wurde (Trauungsbuch 1923, Aktenzeichen 468).

Der Familie gelang 1940 die Flucht.
Die Liegenschaft wurde „arisiert“ und nach dem Krieg restituiert (Vergleich
1951).
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Chaim Juda Krakauer wurde am 25. Juli 1889 in Zalozce, Galizien, in der
heutigen Ukraine als Sohn von Manes Krakauer und Sara Scheindel
Krakauer geboren. Er hatte vier Geschwister.
Am 9. März 1919 heiratet er in der Tempelgasse Chaje Beile Schwadron.
Sie war die Tochter von Schachne Schwadron und Golde Manheim und
wurde am 7. November 1890 geboren. Sie hatte zwei Brüder.
Am 28. Februar 1930 wurde ihre Tochter Gisa und am 7. Oktober 1922 ihre
Tochter Malvine geboren.
Chaim Juda und Chaje konnten zunächst nach Belgien fliehen. Chaim hat
versteckt als „U-Boot“ in Belgien bis zum Juni 1944 überlebt. Chaje wurde
am 31. Juli 1943 von Lager Malines nach Auschwitz deportiert und
ermordet.
Ihre beiden Töchter konnten flüchten und überlebten.
Im USC Shoah Foundation Institute gibt es dazu weitere Informationen
(testimony von Malvine Sobin).

Aus diesem Haus wurden weitere 16 jüdische Personen (davon ein Kind)
deportiert und in verschiedenen Konzentrationslagern ermordet. Für sie
war diese Adresse die letzte Wohnadresse, von der aus sie deportiert
wurden.

In den Jahren 1939-1944 deportiert und ermordet in:
Buchenwald, Auschwitz, Sobibor, Nisko, Westerbork, Maly Trostinec, Riga,
Zasavica, Łódź.
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Markus Jakob Beruh 11.12.1887

Gisella Ehrenfeld 25.08.1887

Nathaniel Hans Ehrenfeld 20.07.1919

Hermann Gerstl 29.11.1901

Arthur Grün 27.01.1888

Franz Grün 25.11.1889

Friedrich Heller 21.02.1899

Adele Mandl 25.04.1880

Herbert Josef Mandl 18.04.1914

Hermann Mandl 23.01.1878

Meyer Reiss 29.01.1880

Bella Rosenthal 03.03.1940

Moses Schwadron 10.11.1888

Friederike Weiss 29.08.1898

Emma Weisz 08.11.1873

Ignatz Weisz 11.11.1873
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Orte der Deportation und Vernichtung von Wiener Jüdinnen und
Juden
In diesem Anhang werden diejenigen der in dieser Broschüre genannten
Orte kurz charakterisiert, in die Wiener bzw. auch die meisten
österreichischen Jüdinnen und Juden während der nationalsozialistischen
Herrschaft deportiert wurden, wo viele durch Zwangsarbeit ausgebeutet
und durch brutale Wachen misshandelt wurden, und wo sie bis auf wenige
Überlebende schließlich an Krankheiten und Entkräftung verstarben oder
gezielt ermordet wurden. 
Eine vollständige Aufzählung aller der auf den Steinen der Erinnerung
genannten Orte und eine erweiterte Charakterisierung vieler dieser Orte
findet sich auf unserer Website steinedererinnerung.net/publikationen/
historische-hintergrundtexte/

Auschwitz und Birkenau (Oświęcim, Polen): Konzentrations- und
Vernichtungslager im „Gau Oberschlesien“ (annektiertes Reichsgebiet).
Bestand 14.6.1940 - 27.1.1945 (Befreiung durch Rote Armee); zahlreiche
Nebenlager. Funktion: Zunächst als KZ zur Disziplinierung der polnischen
Bevölkerung im zu „germanisierenden“ Ost-Oberschlesien geplant, wurde
A. ab 1942 der zentrale Ort der „Endlösung“. Zunächst ausnahmslos
unmittelbar nach Ankunft in den Gaskammern ermordet, wurden ab Mitte
1942 arbeitsfähige Juden zur „Vernichtung durch Arbeit“ ausgewählt.
Transporte von Wien nach Auschwitz: 17.7.1942 mit 995 Personen;
mehrere kleinere Transporte bis 1944 (insgesamt 1567 Personen). Ca.
4000 Wiener Jüdinnen und Juden wurden aus dem Ghetto Theresienstadt
nach A. deportiert. – Von insgesamt ca.1.100.000 nach Auschwitz
deportierten Jüdinnen und Juden kam fast 1 Million zu Tode. Kurz vor der
Befreiung: „Todesmärsche“ nach Westen.

Izbica (Polen): Ghetto im okkupierten „Generalgouvernement“. Bestand
von 04/1940-04/1943. Funktion: Erfassung und Isolierung der jüdischen
Bevölkerung der Region, Zwangsarbeit; später auch Zielort von
Deportationen aus dem Deutschen Reich. 

https://steinedererinnerung.net/publikationen/historische-hintergrundtexte/
https://steinedererinnerung.net/publikationen/historische-hintergrundtexte/
https://steinedererinnerung.net/publikationen/historische-hintergrundtexte/
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Ab 1942: Transitort bei der Deportation in die Vernichtungslager Belzec
und Sobibor. Aus Wien zw. April und Juni 1942 4 Transporte mit insgesamt
4.006 Personen. Bei der Auflösung des Ghettos wurden die verbliebenen
ca. 1.000 Jüdinnen und Juden erschossen.

Łagów-Opatów (Polen): Benachbarte Städte im okkupierten
„Generalgouvernement“. Ghettos von 04/1941 bis 10/1942. Funktion:
Erfassung der regionalen jüdischen Bevölkerung; Zwangsarbeit; Aufnahme
deportierter Jüdinnen und Juden aus dem Deutschen Reich. Sommer
1941: Typhus-Ausbruch durch Überfüllung und schlechte hygienische
Bedingungen. Bei Auflösung: ca. 8.000 Personen zur Vernichtung nach
Treblinka überstellt; ca. 500 bis 600 „Arbeitsfähige“ in ein Arbeitslager.
Erschießungen von Alten, Kranken und Kindern vor Ort. Von Wien erging
am 12.3.1941 ein Transport mit 995 Personen nach Opatów, davon wurden
100 nach Lagow geschickt. 

Łódź/Litzmannstadt (Polen): Jüdisches Ghetto im annektierten „Gau
Wartheland“, eingerichtet 1940. Funktion: Sammel- und Transitlager für die
lokale jüdische Bevölkerung und ca. 20.000 Deportierte aus dem Reich und
angrenzenden Ländern. Aus Wien 5 Transporte mit insgesamt 4995
Menschen im Okt. 1941. Zwischen 01 und 09/1942 Überstellung von
75.000 Ghetto-Bewohner*innen nach Chelmno zur Ermordung. Auflösung
1944: ca. 7000 nach Chelmno und ca. 70.000 nach Auschwitz deportiert
und sofort ermordet. 

Maly Trostinec (Weißrussland): Tötungsstätte im okkupierten
„Reichskommissariat Ostland“ nahe Minsk. Bestand von Frühjahr 1942 bis
1944. Funktion: Tötungsstätte für Juden aus dem Ghetto Minsk und aus
dem Deutschen Reich. 
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Anfänglich Massenerschießungen, ab Juni 1942 Ermordung auch in
Gaswagen. Zwischen 11.5. und 9.10.1942 trafen insgesamt 16
Deportationszüge ein, davon 9 aus Wien mit insgesamt 8472 Personen
sowie 5 aus Theresienstadt (mit 143 jüdischen Österreicher*innen). Als
relativ gesichert gilt eine jüdische Opferbilanz von ca. 30.000 Menschen. 

Nisko am San (Polen): Geplantes „Judenreservat“ (Barackenlager) im
okkupierten „Generalgouvernement“ im Rahmen der „Germanisierung“
Westpolens und der „Umsiedlung“ von Polen und Juden nach Osten. Im
Herbst 1939 sechs „Juden-Transporte“, davon 2 aus Wien mit 1584
jüdischen Männern. Errichtet wurde nur ein kleiner Teil des Lagers, die
meisten Deportierten wurden über die deutsch-sowjetische
Demarkationslinie getrieben, an Ort und Stelle ermordet oder konnten
vorübergehend flüchten; 198 kehrten nach Wien zurück. Die Idee von
„Judenreservaten“ wurde nicht weiter verfolgt.

Riga (Lettland): Ghetto im okkupierten „Reichskommissariat Ostland“.
Funktion: Sammellager und Tötungsstätte; Zwangsarbeit. Eingerichtet
10/1941 für ca. 40.000 Personen der lokalen jüdischen Bevölkerung;
Massenerschießungen von ca. 35.000 Bewohnerinnen und Bewohnern
durch deutsche Spezialeinheiten und lettische Hilfspolizisten. So schuf man
Platz für die aus dem Deutschen Reich und dem Protektorat eintreffenden
Deportationszüge (in Summe ca. 25.000 Menschen). Aus Wien 4
Transporte zwischen 3.12.1941 und 6.2.1942 mit insgesamt 4.188
Personen. Arbeitsunfähige wurden laufend selektiert (=ermordet). Ab Juli
1943 Arbeitsfähige in das KZ Kaiserwald, mehr als 2.000 Alte, Kranke und
Kinder zur Ermordung in das KZ Auschwitz überstellt. 

Sobibór (Polen): Eines von drei Vernichtungslagern der „Aktion Reinhardt“
im okkupierten „Generalgouvernement“ neben Belzec und Treblinka. Im
Mai 1942 eröffnet, aufgelöst nach einem Häftlingsaufstand am 14.10.1943.
Ermordung unmittelbar nach Eintreffen. 
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Insgesamt bis zu ca. 250.000 Opfer (ermordet in Gaskammern), darunter
mindestens 167.000 Jüdinnen und Juden, davon mindestens 10.000 aus
dem „Altreich“ und der „Ostmark“. Aus Wien erging ein direkter Transport
am 16.6.1942 mit 996 Personen. 

Theresienstadt (Terezin, Tschechien): Ghetto im okkupierten
„Protektorat Böhmen und Mähren“. Bestand 11/1941-05.05.1945
(Befreiung Rote Armee). Funktionen und Geschichte: (1) Absiedelung der
nicht-jüdischen Wohnbevölkerung; (2) Ghettoisierung des Großteils der
jüdischen Bevölkerung des „Protektorats“ (ca 70.000). (3) Ab 06/1942
Zielort für Deportationen aus dem Deutschen Reich (ca. 50.000), später
auch anderen Ländern – gleichzeitig Deportation der tschechischen
Jüdinnen und Juden nach „Osten“. Sonderstellung: „Prominentenghetto“
(Überrepräsentation von „prominenten“ und „verdienten“ Personen); mehr
Möglichkeiten der kulturellen, pädagogischen und religiösen Praxis,
dennoch: Die hygienischen Bedingungen, die Ernährung und die
Krankenversorgung waren sehr dürftig, verschärft durch die allgemeine
Arbeitspflicht. Propagandistische Nutzung als „Vorzeigeghetto“ – gezielte
Täuschung der Weltöffentlichkeit. Bilanz: Deportation von ca. 140.000
Personen; ums Leben gebracht in T. ca. 33.500; in Vernichtungslager
deportiert ca. 88.000; ca. 17.000 überlebten in T. Aus Wien: 13 große
Transporte (06-10/1942) und mehrere kleine (01/1943 bis 03/1945); insges.
15.122 Personen; von ihnen überlebten ca. 1.300 in T. Ab 1943 Transporte
von ca. 25.000 Personen nach Auschwitz (inkl. ca. 4.000 aus der
„Ostmark“), von ihnen überlebten 1.167. 
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Informationen

www.steinedererinnerung.net
info@steinedererinnerung.net
 
Haben Sie
· Interesse an einer Patenschaft für eigene Angehörige (oder für Menschen
ohne Angehörige) oder möchten Sie spenden?
· Fragen zu unserem Projekt?
· Interesse, in unseren Verteiler aufgenommen zu werden?
· Interesse, eine Publikation zu bestellen?
Dann besuchen Sie unsere Homepage oder schreiben Sie uns.
 
Finanzielle Unterstützung
· Patenschaften für die Steine der Erinnerung: € 150,-
 
Überweisungen:
Name des Kontos: Steine der Erinnerung
Bank: Erste Bank
 IBAN: AT432011128641890700
BIC: GIBAATWW
 
 
Broschüren zum „Weg der Erinnerung“ 
Begleitbroschüren 1-21
 
Steine der Erinnerung – Übersichtskarte und Datenbank
Der interaktive Stadtplan bietet einen Überblick über alle Gedenksteine des
Vereins in Wien, sowie die Möglichkeit alle Daten der verewigten Menschen
und Orte abzurufen und nach einzelnen Daten zu suchen. Die eigene
Umgebung kann erkundet werden und die Menschen, die einst hier lebten,
rücken näher.
An vielen Adressen bietet der audiovisuelle Guide dort.pw die Möglichkeit
die individuellen Geschichten der Angehörigen und Initiator_innen zu
hören.
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